Eduecation 2020 CEOQ Champions

The Nashville Area Chamber of Commerce creates and supports a committee of
Nashville-area CEOs organized to advance improvements in high school and middle
school public education. The CEO Champions is one of four committees (CEO
Champions, Public Education Advocacy Committee, Education 2020 Leadership
Council, and Education Report Card Committee) to work under the auspices of Education
2020, which functions as the education committee of the Chamber.

Purpose:

e Serve as public champions of high school and middle school reforms, including:
high school academies, Alternative High School Initiative (AHSI) schools, and
charter schools.

e Advise the MNPS Director of Schools and Chamber staff on issues related to
creating and sustaining successful high schools and middle schools.

Responsibilities:

o Attend scheduled quarterly business meetings in which the committee will
monitor the implementation and effectiveness of the MNPS academies/Small
Learning Communities (SLC) reform. These meetings will also serve as an
opportunity to provide advice and counsel to the Director of Schools and the
Mayor on reform efforts.

e Participate as available, as a Champions group or individually, in public
appearances, press conferences, written op-ed pieces, speaking opportunities, or
communications with elected officials to promote high school and middle school
reform efforts.

o Encourage each CEQO’s organization to support high school academies at the
industry partnership council level and the individual school/academy level.

Composition:
The CEO Champions will have representation that covers the six broad industry areas
served by MNPS academy partnership councils:

e Arts, Media & Communications

e Business, Marketing & Information Technology

e Engineering, Manufacturing & Industrial Technology

e Health

e Hospitality & Tourism

e Human & Public Services

Mayor Karl Dean and Steve Turner, CEO of Butler’s Run, will serve as co-chairs.
Members will serve renewable one-year terms.



Education 2020 CEO Champions membership

Co-Chair Steve Turner, President, Butler’s Run

Co-Chair Karl Dean, Mayor of Metropolitan Nashville Davidson County
Dr. Kevin Churchwell, CEO, Monroe Carell Jr., Children’s Hospital at Vanderbilt
Mark Claypool, President & CEO, Educational Services of America

Peggy Cooning, V.P. for External Relations, Trevecca Nazarene University
David Davoudpour, Chairman & CEO, Shoney’s

Marsha Edwards, President & CEO, Martha O’Bryan Center

Ted Helm, Owner, Modular Designs

Nicholas Holland, President & CEO, Centresource, Inc.

David Klements, President & CEO, Qualifacts

Michael Martin, President/CEQO, The Tennessee Credit Union

Richard McCarty, Provost, Vanderbilt University

Randy Parker, CEO, PGC Holdings Corp.

Ric Pennisi, Managing Director, Marsh

Brian Philips, President, CMT

Cabot Pyle, Director of Charitable Giving, Turner Family Foundation

Dr. Jesse Register, Director of Schools, MNPS

Ron Samuels, President & CEO, Avenue Bank

Ralph Schulz, President & CEO, Nashville Area Chamber of Commerce
Butch Spyridon, President, Nashville Convention & Visitors Bureau
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CEO CHAMPIONS CHALLENGE STATEMENT, NASHVILLE, 6/18/10

Today, the Nashville Area Chamber of Commerce and its leaders call on all businesses, small and large,
to join the Academies of Nashville effort in order to reach the goal of business partnerships for every
high school academy. This is more than a call for business philanthropy; it is a call for a smart business
investment of your time, expertise, and assistance. Get involved now and help shape the future of
Nashville.

Today we're issuing a new challenge to the business leaders, entrepreneurs, managers and workers of
the Nashville community. We are challenging you to join with us in a new effort to be meaningfuily
involved in helping our students, teachers, and school leaders succeed, by creating excellent high
schools through the Academies of Nashville.

Here's why. We all know that the social health and economic vitality of the greater Nashville region
depend on having a competitive, highly skilled and knowledgeable workforce. As such, every
entrepreneur, every manager, every investor has a personal stake in the quality of Nashville's workforce,
and they have a stake in success of our public schools. We also know that a successful Metro Nashville
Public Schools system is the most important component of preparing large numbers of young men and
women for success in colleges, careers and citizenship. Our private and specialized schools are valuable
partners in building our local workforce, but we can't succeed as a community unless our public schools
succeed.

High school is a key transition point. Students at this age need a clear plan and lots of relevance if they
are going to be focused and do the hard work needed to make a successful transition to college, and
other forms of skilled training after high school. Given the demands of today's skilled economy, every
student should be prepared and aiming for some type of education or training beyond high school, in
addition to having marketable skills and experience.

The Academies of Nashville give us a wonderful opportunity to bring relevance into the high school
experience. These academies are building around specific career-themes, so they provide a perfect
opportunity for Nashville business men and women to get involved. Through the PENCIL Foundation,
business partners provide guidance and advice to the entire academy program, and get directly involved
with students and teachers, both in-school and on the work-site. Academies have a direct link to our
respective industries and areas of expertise-- whether it is the music, tourism and entertainment
industry, modern high-tech manufacturing, human resources, information and communications
technologies, law and public safety, biomedical research, health care delivery, logistics and
transportation, and the list goes on.

Over the years, Nashville's business community has played an important role in challenging and
supporting our public schools, and this longstanding partnership is paying off with a new urgency for
change and promising results. But Nashville's business community can do more.

The CEO Champions

Nashville Area Chamber of Commerce
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