Participant Suggestions:  Strategies that Foster Empathy and Social Responsibility in Students (Dr. Doug Granier)

(These strategies were generated during our brainstorming sessions.  Most of them would be useful at all grade levels.  Feel free to contact douglas.granier@mnps.org to discuss any of this.)

Early Childhood (PreK - 1st)

· Community service

· Encourage parental involvement

· Social studies

· Guidance lessons

· Role playing

· Project Based Learning

· Cross Grade Level Buddies

· Assigned roles

· Morning meeting

· Closing Circle

· Critical Friends Protocol

· Think Sheet

· Conflict Resolution Activities

Primary Grades (2nd & 3rd)

· Positive Reinforcement

· Use literature to spark discussions

· Story telling

· Role playing scenarios

· Current events connections

· Outside groups for mentoring/community partners

· Post positive talk in kid's voice – “shout outs”

· Community/field service

· Field trips

· Buddy system with positive attributes emphasis

· Establish a peace place/timeout for refocusing

· Culture share – celebrate diversity

· Student created norms

· Accountable talk

· Morning meeting and closing cirlce

· Group roles

· Mentoring younger students

· Working with peers

· Connections to self/world

· Celebrations

· Student of the day/week

· Olweus Bullying Prevention

· Share two stars and a wish

Intermediate Grades (4th-6th)

· Morning meetings

· Recognizing special events

· Peer-peer connections

· Reflective/Critical Thinking Questions

· Cooperative Learning (Kagan)

· Project-Based Learning

· Team Building Activities

· Reflective Journal

· Accountable Talk

· Ice breakers and early community building

· Student mediation

· A variety of clubs

· School-wide assemblies

· Student Ambassador Program

· International Baccalaureate Program

· Student run community service

Upper Middle School (7th and 8th)

· Have a secret service club (do things in private so nobody knows)

· Teach and model communication skills (i.e., disagreements, praising someone)

· Teach students to respectfully disagree by continually practicing this

· Begin with minor service projects and gradually expand

· Have students set social goals

· Find opportunities for students to form and nurture new relationships

· Allow choice whenever possible

· Establish expectations and accountability 

· Model/model/model

High School

· Start service projects at the beginning of the school year (i.e., tutorials, senior centers.

· Encourage students to solve their own conflicts.  Teach conflict resolution strategies.

· Help students discover connections and common interests.

· Teach stress management strategies.

· Individual and personal greetings

· Give students opportunities to express their feelings and to reflect on what others are feeling.

Counselors/Psychologists, Social Workers, & Community 

· Role play conflict situations and how to resolve conflict successfully.

· Field trips to old folks' home, children's hospital, veterans' hospital, homeless shelters, Second Harvest Foodbank.

· Effective morning meetings with fidelity.

