Strategies that Foster Empathy and Social Responsibility in Students
· Establish a positive classroom climate based on rights and responsibilities.

· Help students to discover connections and common interests that they share with each other and with you.
· Teach and model effective communication skills.

· Teach students how to disagree respectfully.

· Encourage students to solve their own personal problems as they arise.
· Teach problem solving strategies and creative thinking skills.
· Be transparent about how and why you help others.  Also share how other people help you. 

· Assign meaningful jobs that provide a needed service to others.

· Have students keep a “What did you notice?  How could we help?” journal.

· Begin with minor service projects and gradually expand to a long term project.
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